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A CHECK LIST OF BOOK CLUB PUBLICATIONS 
1914-1973 Part Two* 
by Duncan Olmsted f 


The following is a complete listing (the first since December 1952) of the 
publications issued by the Club since its founding in 1912. It is published 
in response to requests for an up-to-date check list, and as an aid to those 
who plan to add to or complete their collections of Club books. The listing 
1s chronological. 


La Porte pe Materroir by Robert Louis Stevenson. Decorations by Ray 
Bethers. 8 x 54 in. 60 pp. Bound in French style with flexible paper covers and 
enclosed in chemise and slipcase. 300 copies printed by California’s L-D Allen 
Press while temporarily established at Cagnes-sur-Mer, France, 1952. $10.00. 


Ketmscott, Doves AND ASHENDENE. The private press credos with an introduc- 
tion by Will Ransom. 7 in. x 4¥2 in. 200 pp. Bound in paper boards, linen back. 
300 copies printed by The Ward Ritchie Press, 1952. $5.50. 


ACCOUNT OF A TOUR OF THE CauirorntA Missions 1856: The Journal & Draw- 
ings of Henry Miller. Introduction by Edith M. Coulter and Eleanor A. Ban- 
croft. 114 x 8% in. 72 pp., 18 plates not included in pagination. Bound in 
decorated boards, vellum back. 375 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press, 1952. 
$16.50; pre-publication $15.00. 


*Items marked with an asterisk are available for sale from the Club oflices. 


{F ormer President of the Book Club of California. 
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PIONEERS OF THE SACRAMENTO: A group of letters by & about Johann Augustus 
Sutter, James W. Marshall & John Bidwell. Introduction by Jane Grabhorn. 
12 x Q in. 48 pp., folding map and facsimile letter not included in pagination. 
Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 400 copies printed by Edwin & Robert 
Grabhorn for the Colt Press, 1953. $7.50. 


PuysioLocus: The very ancient book of beasts, plants and stones, translated 
from Greek and other languages by Francis J. Carmody. Illustrations and initials 
drawn and hand-colored by Mallette Dean. 11 x 7% in. 76 pp. Bound in decora- 
tive parchment. 325 copies printed by Vivien & Mallette Dean, 1953. $22.50; 
pre-publication $19.50. 


A Facsimite Epirion oF Catirornia’s First Book Reglamento Provincial printed 
at Monterey in 1834 by Augustin V. Zamorano. Translation by Ramon Ruiz & 
Theresa Vigil, a note on the printing by George L. Harding and an historical 
note by George P. Hammond. Facsimile of original edition, 544 x 4 in., 20 pp., 
in pocket inside back cover. 84% x 6% in. 30 pp. Bound in decorated cloth 
boards. 400 copies printed by Lawton Kennedy, 1954. $5.75. 


BaysidE Bouemia. Fin de siecle San Francisco & its Little Magazines by Gelett 
Burgess. Introduction by James D. Hart. 10% x 8 in. 44 pp., four facsimiles, 
two folding, not included in pagination. Bound in cloth boards. 375 copies 
printed by the Black Vine Press (Harold Seeger & Albert Sperisen), 1954. $7.00. 


Rosert Louis STEVENSON’sS SILVERADO JOURNAL. Introduction by John E. 
Jordan. 114% x 8% in. 168 pp., four facsimiles and 11 inserts, one folding, not 
included in pagination. Bound in decorated cloth boards, linen back. 400 copies 
printed by the Grabhorn Press, 1954. $18.50. 


CATNACHERY by P. H. Muir. 11 x 7% in. 34 pp., five folding facsimiles not in- 
cluded in pagination. Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 325 copies 
printed by the Greenwood Press (Jack Werner Stauffacher), 1955. $6.50. 


On THE AMBITIOUS PROJECTs OF RussiIA in regard to North West America, with 
particular reference to New Albion & New California, 1830, by an Englishman. 
Introduction by George P. Hammond. 9% x 64 in. 82 pp. Bound in paper 
boards, parchment back. 350 copies printed by the Allen Press, 1955. $7.50. 


JOURNAL OF A CRUISE TO CaLirorniA and the Sandwich Islands in the United 
States Sloop-of-War Cyane by William H. Meyers, Gunner, U.S.N., 1841-1844. 
Edited by John Haskell Kemble. 15 x 10 in. 88 pp., map and 10 plates not in- 
cluded in pagination. Bound in linen boards, leather back. 400 copies printed 
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by Edwin Grabhorn, Robert Grabhorn, Jane Grabhorn, Sherwood Grover, 
Mary Grabhorn, 1955. $30.00; pre-publication $28.50. 





THE Letters OF Frank Norris. Edited by Franklin Walker. 1144 x 8in. 116 pp., 
portrait and one facsimile not included in pagination. Bound in decorated 
boards, linen back. 350 copies printed by Edwin & Robert Grabhorn for the 
Colt Press, 1956. $9.75. 


‘THEMES IN My Poems by Robinson Jeffers. Preface by B. H. Lehman, woodcut 
decorations by Mallette Dean. 11 x 84 in. 60 pp. Bound in decorated boards, 
linen back. 350 copies printed by Mallette Dean, 1956. $8.50. 


Earty PRINTING IN CaLIFoRNIA, from its beginning in the Mexican Territory to 
Statehood, September 9, 1850, by Herbert Fahey. 134% x 9% in. 152 pp., 16 
plates not included in pagination. Bound in cloth-covered boards, linen back. 
400 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press, 1956. $25.00; pre-publication $23.50. 


Marx Twain: SAN Francisco VirGINIA City TERRITORIAL ENTERPRISE CORRE- 
SPONDENT: Selections from his letters to the Territorial Enterprise, 1865-1866. 
Edited by Henry Nash Smith and Frederick Anderson. 1144 x 8 in. 120 pp. 
Bound in decorated paper boards, linen back. 400 copies printed by the Allen 


Press, 1957. $8.75. 


Tue GarpDEN OF HEALTH, an account of two herbals, the Gart der Gesundheit and 
the Hortus Sanitatis, by Ellen Shaffer. With a leaf from the Hortus Sanitatis 
printed by Johann Pruss in Strassburg, 1499. Reproductions of 45 woodcuts 
throughout text. 13144 x 9 in. 50 pp. Bound in decorated paper boards, linen 
back. 300 copies printed by Lawton Kennedy, 1957. $12.50. 


Tue Drawincs oF JOHN WoopuHovuse AUDUBON illustrating his adventures 
through Mexico and California 1849-1850. With an introduction and notes on 
the drawings by Carl Schaefer Dentzel. 1394 x 10% in. 82 pp., 34 plates not 
included in pagination. Bound in decorated paper boards, linen back. 400 
copies printed by the Grabhorn Press, 1957. $25.00; pre-publication $23.50. 


NortIctAs DE CALIFORNIA, first report of the occupation by the Portola Expedi 
tion, 1770, with facsimiles of the original printings; a new translation, con- 
temporary maps, and a narrative of how it all came to pass by George Peter 
Hammond. 1144 x 7% in. 56 pp. Bound in decorated paper boards, linen back. 
400 copies designed by James Robertson and lithographed by Charles R. Wood 


and Associates, 1958. $12.50. 
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THE VOYAGE OF THE Racoon, a ‘secret’ Journal of a visit to Oregon, California 
and Hawaii, 1813-1814. Edited with introduction and notes by John A. Hussey. 
Drawings by Henry Rusk. 1214 x 7% in. 64 pp., seven plates not included in 
pagination. Errata slip inserted at back. Bound in marbled paper boards, linen 
back. 400 copies printed by Taylor & Taylor, 1958. $16.00. 


Tue HunprepTu Book, a bibliography of the publications of The Book Club 
of California & a history of the Club, by David Magee. 14 x 10% in. 108 pp., 18 
plates not included in the pagination. Bound in decorated paper boards, linen 
back. 400 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1958. $30.00; pre-publication 
$27.50. 


Typocrapuic DEsIGN IN RELATION TO PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION by Stanley 
Morison. Introduction by John Carter. 9 x 6% in. 42 pp. Bound in decorated 
boards, parchment back. 400 copies printed at The Black Vine Press by Harold 
Seeger and Albert Sperisen, 1959. $9.00. 


CONCERNING Cats, two tales by Mark Twain, with an introduction by Frederick 
Anderson. 114% x 8% in. 50 pp. Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 450 
copies printed at the Grabhorn Press for The Colt Press, 1959. $10.00. 


FicureE Prints or OLp Japan. A pictorial pageant of actors & courtesans of the 
Eighteenth Century reproduced from the prints in the collection of Marjorie & 
Edwin Grabhorn with an introduction by Harold P. Stern. 154% x 10 in. 110 
pp-, 52 plates (nos. 19 & 20 on one page; nos. 32 and 44 each on two pages; no. 
52 on 3 pages) not included in pagination. Bound in decorated boards, linen 
back. 400 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1959. $37.50; pre-publication 
$35.00. 


A YEAR OF AMERICAN TRAVEL. Narrative of personal experience by Jessie Benton 
Fremont. With an introduction by Patrice Manahan and engravings by Ernest 
Freed. 10/2 x 7 in. 140 pp. Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 450 copies 
printed by Saul & Lillian Marks at The Plantin Press, 1960. $12.50. 


A Trip TO THE GOLD MINEs OF CALIFORNIA IN 1848 by John A. Swan. Edited 
with introduction and notes by John A. Hussey. 94% x 5% in. 90 pp. Bound in 
marbled boards, leather back. 400 copies printed by Taylor & Taylor, 1960. 
$12.50. 


LANDSCAPE PRINTS OF OLD JAPAN, from the beginning of the Eighteenth Century 
to the middle of the Nineteenth Century, illustrated from original prints in the 
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collection of Edwin and Marjorie Grabhorn. Introduction and descriptive text 
by Jack Hillier. 15% x 10 in. 110 pp., 50 plates (no. 13 on 3 pages; nos. 47-50 
on 2 pages) not included in pagination. Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 
450 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1960. $50.00. 


OREGON AND CatirorNIA Drawincs 1841 AND 1847 by Charles F. B. Guillou. 
With a biographical sketch by Emily Blackmore and a commentary by Elliott 
A. P. Evans. 13 x 9% in. 68 pp., including frontispiece and 13 plates. Bound in 
linen boards, with one drawing printed on front cover. 450 copies printed by 
Lawton Kennedy, 1961. $15.00. 


My First Pustication. Eleven California authors describe their earliest ap- 
pearances in print. Edited with introductions by James D. Hart. Drawings by 
David Stone Martin. 10 x 6% in. 116 pp. Bound in decorated boards, linen 
back. 475 copies printed by Adrian Wilson at his Press in Tuscany Alley, 1961. 
$13.50. 


**AH Sin” a dramatic work by Mark Twain and Bret Harte. Edited by Frederick 
Anderson. Four full-page reproductions of 1877 material; four full-page wood- 
cuts in four colors each, and four smaller woodcuts in color, cut by Mallette 
Dean. 9% x 6% in. 110 pp. Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies 
printed by Vivien and Mallette Dean, 1961. $17.50. 


RLS To J M Barri, a Vailima Portrait, with an introduction by Bradford A. 
Booth, and sketches by Isobel Strong. 1154 x 8 in. 38 pp., four facsimiles not 
included in pagination. Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 475 copies 
printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1962. $12.50. 


A VACATION AMONG THE SIERRAS: Yosemite in 1860 by Thomas Starr King. 
Edited with an introduction and notes by John A. Hussey. 814 x 6 in. 112 pp., 
four photographs on two pages not included in pagination. Bound in decorated 
boards, linen back. 400 copies printed at The Ward Ritchie Press, 1962. $13.75. 


Uxiyo-k “Tue Firoatinc Wortp” illustrated by twenty-eight rare examples of 
Japanese woodblock prints by seventeen great masters of the art. Introduction 
by Marjorie and Edwin Grabhorn. 15% x 10 in. 90 pp., 28 plates (no. 5 folding; 
no. 12 on two pages) not included in pagination. Bound in decorated boards, 
linen back. 400 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1962. $40.00. 


Tue Book or GeorFrEY CHAUCER. An account of the publication of Geoffrey 
Chaucer’s Works from the Fifteenth Century to modern times by Charles 
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Muscatine. With an original leaf from one of the great Sixteenth Century black 
letter folios, either from the undated edition printed about 1551, or from the 
edition of 1561. With a colored facsimile page from the Ellesmere Manuscript 
tipped in. 14 x 10 in. 72 pp. Bound in full cloth, stamped. 450 copies printed 
by Lawton Kennedy, 1963. $17.50. 


San Francisco: A Mopern Cosmopouis by Robert Louis Stevenson. Preface by 
James D. Hart, drawings by Irene Pattison and 12 photographs. 6% x 9% in. 
54 pp. Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies printed by Adrian 
Wilson at his Press in Tuscany Alley, 1963. $14.75. 


THe WonpDERFUL City OF CARRIE VAN Wiz: Paintings of San Francisco at the 
turn of the century. With text by Oscar Lewis. 144% x 9% in. 96 pp. Bound in 
decorated boards, linen back. 525 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1963. 
$21.00. 


GEOGRAPHICAL MeMorR UPON Upper Catirornia in illustration of his map of 
Oregon and California, by John Charles Fremont. With introductions by Allan 
Nevins and Dale L. Morgan and a reproduction of the map. Map folded and in- 
serted in pocket inside back cover. 104% x 7% in. 100 pp. Bound in decorated 
boards. 425 copies designed by Jack Werner Stauffacher and printed at Stan- 
ford University Press, 1964. $15.25. 


Yo SEeMITE 1878 ADVENTURES OF N & C. Journal and drawings by Carrie E. Le 
Conte. Introduction to “C”’ by Susanna B. Dakin. 1034 x 74% in. 132 pp. 
Bound in decorated boards, linen back. 450 copies printed by Mallette Dean, 
1964. (Title page erroneously dated McMxLIv). $18.75. 


DisENOS OF CALIFORNIA Rancuos. Maps of thirty-seven land grants (1822-1846) 
from the records of the United States District Court, San Francisco, by Robert 
H. Becker. 13% x 9 in. 122 pp., 37 maps, some folding, tipped in. Bound in 
decorated boards, linen back. 400 copies printed at the Grabhorn Press, 1964. 
$55.00. 


SeconD ReEapING: Selections from the Quarterly News-Letter 1933-1963. Com- 
piled, with a foreword, by Oscar Lewis. 104% x 6¥ in. 186 pp. Five reproduc- 
tions (two folding) tipped in; one reproduction (4 pages) sewn in. Bound in 
paper boards, cloth back. 425 copies printed by Saul & Lillian Marks at the 
Plantin Press, 1965. $17.50. 


Tue Younc Miner; or, Tom Nelson in California by Horatio Alger, Jr. Intro- 
duction and bibliographical note by John Seelye. 36 woodcuts and engravings 
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reproduced from rare publications of Gold Rush Days. 934 x 6% in. 214 pp. 
Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies printed by Adrian Wilson 
at his Press in Tuscany Alley, 1965. $19.50. 


‘T'wetvE Woop-Biock Prints or Krracawa UraMaro illustrating the process 
of silk culture, with an introductory essay by Jack Hillier, reproduced in fac- 
simile from the originals in the collection of Edwin & Irma Grabhorn. 15 x 10 
in. 64 pp. Bound in decorated boards, parchment back. 450 copies printed at 
the Grabhorn Press, 1965. $33.00. 


THE SEACOAST OF BOHEMIA, an account of early Carmel by Franklin Walker. 
Illustrated with contemporary photographs and cartoons. 934 x 7% in. 138 pp. 
Bound in decorated boards. 500 copies designed by Jack Werner Stauffacher of 
The Greenwood Press, 1966. $18.00. 


‘THE PRIvATE PRESS VENTURES OF SAMUEL LLOYD OsBorRNE AND R. L. S., with 
facsimiles of their publications, by James D. Hart. 10% x 7 in. 56 pp. Eleven 
facsimiles in pocket inside back cover. Bound in cloth boards. 500 copies de- 
signed and printed by Lawton and Alfred Kennedy, 1966. $18.50. 


Tue Great Potyctot BrBtgs, including a leaf from the Complutensian of Acala, 
1514-17, (should be Alcala) by Basil Hall. 15 x 10 in. 60 pp. Presented in the 
French manner, unsewn folded sheets enclosed in a heavy handmade paper, 
further encased in a cloth-covered hinged box. Laid ina card explaining how to 
peruse the unsewn sheets. 400 copies printed by Lewis & Dorothy Allen at The 
Allen Press, 1966. $47.50. 


Upper Catirorni4 by Heinrich Kunzel, translated from the German by Anthony 
and Max Knight, with an introduction by Carroll D. Hall. Woodcut decorations 
by Mallette Dean. 1014 x 7 in. 64 pp. Bound in cloth covered boards. 450 
copies made by Mallette Dean and James E. Beard, 1967. $17.00. 


Mr. Eric Gut, recollections of David Kindersley. 7 x 442 in. 38 pp. Bound in 
cloth covered boards. 400 copies printed by The Ward Ritchie Press, 1967. 
$5.50. 

Tue STING oF THE Wasp: Political & Satirical Cartoons for the Truculent Early 
San Francisco Weekly, with an Introduction & Comments by Kenneth M. John- 
son. 14 x 1014 in. 108 pp. Bound in cloth covered boards. 450 copies printed 
by Saul and Lillian Marks at The Plantin Press, 1967. $46.00. * 


GrtEeTT BURGESS BEHIND THE SCENES. Glimpses of fin de siecle San Francisco by 
Gelett Burgess, with commentaries by Joseph M. Backus. Woodcut decora- 
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tions by Shirley Barker. 10% x 734 in. 130 pp. Bound in decorated boards, 
cloth back. 400 copies printed by Robert Grabhorn and Andrew Hoyem, 1968. 
$26.50. 


THE Lire AnD TIMEs oF EpwarD Roseson Taytor, Physician, Lawyer, Poet and 
Politician, by Kenneth M. Johnson. 9% x 6% in. 82 pp., folded broadside 
tipped in on p. 26. Bound in cloth covered boards. 400 copies printed by Lawton 
and Alfred Kennedy, 1968. $12.50. 


Tue Book Cattep HOLINsHED’s CHRONICLES. An account of its inception, pur- 
pose, contributors, contents, publication, revision, and influence on William 
Shakespeare, by Stephen Booth. With a leaf from the 1587 edition. Illustra- 
tions and ornaments reproduced from the Chronicles on the end-papers and 
throughout the text. 14 x 8% in. 96 pp. Bound in decorated boards, Rohleinen 
spine. 500 copies printed by Adrian Wilson at his Press in Tuscany Alley, 
1968. $30.00. 


Arcuy LEE, a California fugitive slave case by Rudolph M. Lapp. Two colored 
woodcuts by Mallette Dean, four contemporary photographs and three repro- 
ductions of pertinent printed material of the day. 844 x 5% in. 70 pp. Bound in 
cloth boards. 500 copies designed and printed by Mallette Dean and James E. 
Beard, 1969. $17.50. * 


H. M. S. SutpHur aT Catirornia, 1837 and 1839. Being the accounts of mid- 
shipman Francis Guillemard Simpkinson and Captain Edward Belcher. Edited 
by Richard A. Pierce & John H. Winslow. Ten illustrations, two in color. 
9% x 614 in. 86 pp. Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies printed 
by Grant Dahlstrom at The Castle Press, 1969. $18.50. 


DESIGNS ON THE LAND. Disefios of California Ranchos and their makers, with 
text by Robert H. Becker. Facsimiles of 64 disefios, 20 in colors. 14 x 1814 in. 
180 pp. Bound in cloth covered boards, leather back. 500 copies printed by 
Robert Grabhorn & Andrew Hoyem, 1969. $55.00. 


PRINTING AS A PERFORMING ART. Edited by Ruth Teiser & Catherine Harroun. 
Selections from interviews conducted by Ruth Teiser for The Regional Oral 
History Office, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, with added 
introductory material. Illustrations by Peggy Conahan. 734 x 534 in. 148 pp. 
Bound in cloth boards. 450 copies printed by Arlen & Clare Philpott, 1970. 
$15.00. 
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JOURNAL OF A JOURNEY ACROSS THE PLAINS IN 1859 by James Berry Brown. 
Edited with an introduction by George R. Stewart. Map of route, reproduction 
of page of manuscript, and 14 watercolor sketches by Alexander Chase. 10 x 7 
in. 92 pp. Bound in decorated boards. 450 copies designed by Jack Werner 
Stauffacher and printed by Arlen Philpott, 1970. $22.00.* 


SKETCHES OF CALIFORNIA AND Hawatt by William H. Meyers, Gunner, U.S.N., 
aboard the United States Sloop of War Cyane, 1842-1843. With an introduction 
& notes by John Haskell Kemble. 15 x 10 in. 64 pp., 22 plates not included in 
pagination. Bound in cloth covered boards. 450 copies printed by Robert 
Grabhorn & Andrew Hoyem, 1970. $50.00. 


Au-WaH-NE Days. A visit to the Yosemite Valley in 1872 by ‘H. H.” (Helen 
Hunt Jackson). Introduction by Oscar Lewis. Illustrations by Mallette Dean. 
104% x 7 in. 84 pp. Bound in decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies printed 
by Mallette Dean, 1971. $20.00. 


CALIFORNIA, LAND oF GOLD, or Stay at Home and Work Hard. A short descrip- 
tion of California and the dangers which threaten the immigrant along with the 
story of the sad fate of a German immigrant. Adapted for young adults by J. 
Muller. Translated from the German by Anthony Knight. Edited with an intro- 
duction by Ferol Egan. Reproduction of the title page and three primitive 
pictures from the original edition. 6% x 5 in. 98 pp. Bound in cloth boards. 
450 copies designed and printed by Lawton and Alfred Kennedy, 1971. $12.50. 


Dr JoHNson AND Noau WessteR: Two men and their dictionaries, by David 
Littlejohn. Illustrated with a matched pair of original leaves from A Dictionary 
of the English Language by Samuel Johnson, A. M., (1755) and An American 
Dictionary of the English Language by Noah Webster, LL. D., (1828). Eighteen 
illustrations throughout text. 1214 x 10 in. 96 pp. Bound in decorated boards, 
cloth back. 500 copies printed by Grabhorn-Hoyem, 1971. $47.50. * 


RezANOV RECONNOITERS CALIFORNIA, 1806. A new translation of Rezanov’s 
letter, parts of Lieutenant Khvostov’s log of the ship Juno, and Dr. George von 
Langsdorff’s observations. Edited by Richard A. Pierce. ‘Two maps, one por- 
trait, and 15 illustrations by Langsdorff, Choris and de Perouse. 10x7 in. 96 pp. 
Bound in paper boards; cover design: view of parts of the coast of Northwest 
America, Point Reyes and Port St. Francisco, Vancouver, 1798. 450 copies 
designed by Jack Werner Stauffacher of The Greenwood Press; letterpress by 
Grabhorn-Hoyem, 1972. $24.00. * 
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Oscar Wi1DE: Ir1sH PoETs AND POETRY OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. A lecture 
delivered in Platt’s Hall, San Francisco on Wednesday, April fifth, 1882. Edited 
from Wilde’s manuscript, and reconstructed, in part, from contemporary news- 
paper accounts, with an introduction and biographical notes by Robert D. 
Pepper. 10% x 7! in. 48 pp., five plates, one folding, not included in pagina- 
tion. Bound in decorative cloth boards. 500 copies printed by Lawton and Alfred 
Kennedy, 1972. $17.00.* (Publication No. 141, but erroneously numbered 
“vibe 


CALIFORNIA AS AN IstanpD. An illustrated essay by John Leighly, with twenty-five 
plates & a bibliographical checklist of maps showing California as an island, 
1622-1785. Bound in decorated boards, leather back. 450 copies printed by 
Robert Grabhorn & Andrew Hoyem, 1972. $55.00. (Publication No. 142, but 
numbered ‘‘141”’ to correct error in previous publication.) 


OVERLAND JOURNEY TO CARSON VALLEY & CaLirorniA by Hozial H. Baker. In- 
troduction by Ferol Egan. Frontispiece portrait. 844 x 5% in. 96 pp. Bound in 
decorated boards, cloth back. 450 copies printed by Clifford Burke at Cranium 
Press, 1973. $16.00. * 


A Navat CAMPAIGN IN THE CALIFORNIAS 1848-1849. The journal of Lieutenant 
Tunis Augustus Macdonough Craven, U.S.N., United States Sloop of War 
Dale, edited by John Haskell Kemble. Photographic portrait of Craven, and re- 
productions of three drawings in color by Gunner William H. Meyers. 11 x 8 in. 
144 pp. Bound in decorated cloth. 400 copies printed by The Ward Ritchie 
Press, 1973. $26.75. 


VIEWS 


AFTER a rather dull summer, things come back to life this month 
with the 9th California Antiquarian Book Fair in L.A., preceded by 
the joint Roxburghe-Zamorano meeting. The usual feast of books is 
confidently expected with booksellers exhibiting from all over the 
world. October 3, 4, 5 at the Ambassador Hotel—see the ad in this 
Quarterly. 

Imogen!, published by the University of Washington Press and 
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designed by Adrian Wilson with Lucy Dines, is a superb book of 
photographs, 1910-1973, by Imogen Cunningham. From her arrival 
in San Francisco in 1917, through her first exhibition here in 1932, 
to the one man show last year, she has been intimately connected 
with the City in all its phases. Margery Mann’s introduction is con- 
cisely well written, and the chronology and bibliography are most 
useful. In all, a lovely production, available in cloth at $15.00 or 
paper at $7.95. 

The Rathers have surpassed themselves again with Gertrude Stein 
and Calwfornia. 106 pp. with 6 illustrations, Mrs. Rather has written 
a delightful and well-researched book that is most timely; 130 copies 
at $15.00 (plus tax where necessary) are available from the Press, 
3200 Guido Street, Oakland, 94602. The press work 1s first rate, the 
plates more than adequate, the binding sturdily handsewn; in all, a 
triumph, and congratulations to the Press. The Swan and the Eagle, 
poems by Clayton Stafford, is printed by Wesley Tanner at 2748 
Ninth Street, Berkeley, 94710, in an edition of 150 copies signed by 
the author and available at $15.00 (plus tax where necessary) only 
from Serendipity Books in Berkeley. This is the finest piece of work 
from Tanner so far, and promises well for the future. 

The Club will celebrate its fall publication with an open house on 
Sept. 9; Aurifodina, or Adventures in the Gold Region by G. W. Peck 
was published in 1849 and is now first reprinted, with an introduc- 
tion by Prof. James D. Hart and illustrations by Bruce Conner. A 
wild and fantastical piece of fiction posing as fact, it was the first 
American novel about the gold rush. 400 copies at $24.00 (plus tax 
where necessary) have been finely printed by Andrew Hoyem, whose 
work is being exhibited at the Club as the last Grabhorn apprentice. 

The Christian Brothers Wine Museum of San Francisco (whose 
book and print collection is well worth a visit) has announced a 
series of lectures beginning in late September loosely based around 
wine, which will include at least two talks on books and book 
collecting. QUOIN 
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ADOLPH SUTRO 
Private and Institutional Collector 


by Richard H. Dillon* 


ADOLPH SUTRO was a genuine book collector in the truest sense, the 
classic bibliophile of the 19th Century’s genteel tradition. He col- 
lected not out of necessity, nor for profit, but simply because he 
loved books and wished to share them with his fellow San Fran- 
ciscans. His collecting was an avocation, neither the practical, prag- 
matic foundation of a career nor a spin-off from it. In this respect, 
Sutro resembles the fabulous sub-tropical Californian moneybags, 
William Andrews Clark and Henry E. Huntington, though I hke 
to think that he did not share their business ruthlessness. 

Sutro and his kind not only deserve remembering, they need it. I 
am not as sanguine as Dr. Louis B. Wright, who once wrote that “‘all 
librarians are conscious of the immense debt they owe to the gener- 
osity of bookmen.”’ I would guess that fellow-collectors and Friends 
of Libraries just might be more aware than run-of-the-stacks librar- 
1ans who are busy, often frantically busy, but all too often with mun- 
dane, routine, ‘housekeeping chores” of librarianship. 

The City, of course, does not have the long bibliographical history 
of James Logan’s Philadelphia, nor even the New York of the bibli- 
ographical troika of Astor, Lenox, and Tilden. But Mr. Sutro began 
the book collecting tradition in the Far West. Whilst William An-— 
drews Clark and Henry E. Huntington were wearing short pants and 
H. H. Bancroft was peddling books as much as collecting them, 
Adolph Sutro was creating a private library via purchases in London 
and Jerusalem. 

Sutro was born in Aachen or Aix-la-Chapelle in 1830, fled Ger- 
many after the Revolution of 1848, and arrived in San Francisco in 
1850. Wisely, he did not wade in the icy streams of El Dorado to 


*Author, Librarian of the Sutro Library. 
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make his fortune by panning for ‘‘color,” but went into the general 
merchandising business. When he turned to the retail and whole- 
sale cigar and tobacco trade he did very well, indeed. But his ad- 
venturous nature asserted itself, and he went to Nevada during the 
1859 Comstock silver rush, first setting up a quartz stamp mill at 
Dayton, then driving the world-famous Sutro Tunnel under Vir- 
ginia City. 

He returned to San Francisco a millionaire and invested in real 
estate. He developed Sutro Forest, Mount Parnassus, Sutro Heights, 
the Cliff House and at one time so cornered the market on sand 
dunes in this town that he personally owned one-tenth of all San 
Francisco. Critics who had derided his tunnel as “‘Sutro’s Coyote 
Hole” called his landholdings “‘Sutro’s Folly.” But he helped build 
San Francisco westward to the Pacific. 

Sutro also fostered kindergartens, built schools, planted trees, 
created a museum, set up statues—and began a great library. While 
no Renaissance man, he was a good conversationalist in English, 
German and French, a pretty fair speaker and writer (though he 
denied this and was, probably, self-conscious about his German ac- 
cent and writing style), and a voracious reader. His greatest gift to 
us was his library, said to have been at his death in 1898 the fourth- 
largest in the United States. He bought books personally in Europe 
and he hired agents, like George Moss (later, his first librarian) to 
buy for him in London and elsewhere. He bought items from the 
Sunderland Library and the collection of the Dukes of Hamilton and 
Dalberg. Perhaps his shrewdest purchases were his nipping off with 
the Sir Joseph Banks Papers right under the British Museum’s nose 
and his ransoming of the monastic library volumes of Bavaria, such 
as those of the Buxheim monastery. These books had been confis- 
cated and turned over to the Bavarian State Library. Sutro bought 
the Library’s duplicates and in this fashion acquired a fantastic col- 
lection of about 4,000 incunabula. (Alas, most were destroyed by the 
fire and earthquake of 1906.) One story has it that another Cali- 
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fornian figured in this key sale. Lola Montez, sometime S.F. dan- 
seuse and Grass Valley resident, was the mistress of King Ludwig of 
Bavaria. She was such an extravagant girl that it is said that the King 
had to sell the duplicates in Munich—to get out of hock. 

The exact size of Sutro’s private library 1s not known, but Sutro 
himself guessed that he had about 300,000 volumes in 1896. His 
librarian, George Moss, stated that he had 125,000 bound volumes 
and an equal number of unbound pamphlets; thus 250,000 titles. 

Nor do we know exactly when Sutro became a book collector. But 
he used to talk of buying books when he was only g years old, being 
given an allowance for that purpose by his father. In the 1850’s, he 
began to collect a gentleman’s library. Luckily for us, it got out of 
hand about 1880. He was doing large-scale buying by 1883, and in 
the following year 335 cases of books arrived for him on the Em- 
barcadero. 

Robert E. Cowan, one of this state’s great booksellers, bibliogra- 
phers and librarians of the past, best described Sutro’s m.o. or book- 
buying technique: ‘‘He had a queer way of buying, which was par- 
ticularly successful in Italy. He’d go into a bookshop and see 10 or 
15,000 volumes, mostly in pigskin or parchment. He’d ask how much 
was wanted per volume for the whole collection. Perhaps the dealer 
would say ‘four lure.” He’d offer two lure, and get the whole stock; 
and, usually, it would be a bargain. Or he’d go to old monasteries 
and ask the monks to sell their old treasures. They’d refuse, where- 
upon he’d draw from his pocket handfuls of American gold and the 
impoverished monks would yield.” 

Dr. Andrew White, President of Cornell, included a visit to 
Sutro’s then-200,000 volume library in 1892 when he toured Cali- 
fornia. He ranked it as one of the four best libraries in the U.S., writ- 
ing: “I must confess that of all the amazing things on the Pacific 
Coast—and I encountered surprise after surprise—the most un- 
expected was the discovery of the Sutro Library. . . . A wonderful 
collection it is. Every branch of science, literature, and art is well 
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represented... . Itis Mr. Sutro’s purpose to erect a building for it 
in the city of San Francisco and throw it open to the public.” 

Now, Sutro was no Morgan or Huntington. Selectivity was not his 
strong point. As his biographers, Mary Frances and Robert Stuart, 
have pointed out: ‘“The collection was heterogeneous to a fault.”’ He 
did not collect high-spots of literature, fine bindings, press books, 
first editions. He was hungry for knowledge, not show; for the content 
of books. And he collected en masse. He ordered books not by title 
from dealers—but by the linear foot of shelving! In 188g he visited 
Mexico City, for example, and walked into a warehouse where the 
stacked books were waist high. He bought the lot of them. 

But it is wrong to think that he collected without any design. He 
bought no children’s books; few books of pure art—folios of plates, 
that sort of thing; little music; no popular fiction. He emphasized 
American, British and Mexican history; voyages and travels; science 
and technology; religion; and literature. 

Buying by the foot or the yard, he got some duds, of course, and 
many duplicates. But I see this not as naivete but brilliance. Sutro’s 
strategy was simple. Never pass up a good bet in an o.p. bookshop, 
and think big. Thus, his timing was right. He anticipated Henry E. 
Huntington as well as Lawrence Clark Powell. (The one thing which 
Sutro did not count on was Fate—in the form of that seismic devil, 
the San Andreas Fault, as of 1906.) His massive purchases were 
truly “targets of opportunity.” 

Adolph Sutro’s library dream was grandiose for a city the size of 
San Francisco. For his models were the libraries of the Universities 
of Gottingen and Heidelberg, and the British Museum itself! But he 
meant his research library to be open to the general public of the 
City. After “experts”’ warned him that fogs would damage the books 
if he built his great library at Sutro Heights, or in Golden Gate Park 
(near the bandstand, as he planned), Sutro postponed a decision on 
the building. He waited too long. Shortly after serving as Mayor, he 
died (1898). Thus, the books were in storage during the earthquake 
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and fire, and more than half of them were destroyed in a Battery 
Street warehouse. The volumes in the old Montgomery Block were 
spared. 

I do not know for sure why Sutro’s daughter and his executrix, 
Dr. Emma Sutro Merritt, presented the Sutro Library to the state of 
California, to become a Sutro Branch which must remain within the 
City of San Francisco. In 1896, he was interested in donating it to 
U.C. But the University’s quibbling and seeming ingratitude when 
he gave the property for the Affiliated Colleges (U.C. Medical 
School) doubtless cooled him on the University of California. As for 
the San Francisco Public Library, I can only hazard a guess that he 
was afraid of politics hurting the library. He once asked rhetorically : 
*‘What have I accomplished as Mayor. Very little. ‘The Mayor is 
little more than a figurehead. ... [have always been master ofa situ- 
ation... (but) I could not manage the politicians.” As the Examiner 
said of Sutro in City Hall, ““He passed his term in a state of exaspera- 
tion.”’ City government very likely ruined his health and brought on 
the nervous breakdown which made him a virtual ward of his daugh- 
ter during his last year. 

And, I must add, he was not impressed with the U.C. Berkeley 
library, only 80,000 volumes large at the time of his death. How 
Sutro must have laughed at University Librarian Joseph Rowell’s 
ready explanation for the small size of the library on campus: 
‘*T imitation in amounts of money for expenditure has one advantage 
—only the best books are purchased. Therefore, if on the scientific 
and technical side there be fewer books than in other libraries, there 
is a smaller proportion of useless, dust-laden books; less rubbish.” 

In any event, Dr. Merritt (probably to keep the library independ- 
ent of politicking), presented it to the State in 1913 and it opened for 
business in 1917. The State never provided proper housing and 
until it moved into the fine quarters provided by USF, the collection 
suffered physically from its hand-me-down housing, particularly in 
the dirt-floored basement of the City Library. 
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Adolph Sutro, private collector and institutional benefactor, was 
reticent about spouting library philosophy. But he was interviewed 
in 1885 by a long-forgotten journal of this city, the Argus, and I will 
close with a quotation of his from that interview. 

“IT resolved to collect a library, a library for reference, not a library 
of various book curiosities, but a library which shall compare with 
any in the world. I have a gentleman in England whose sole business 
it is to purchase all such valuable books, and I can assure you that it 
causes England no little feeling of jealousy to have taken away from 
her shores such valuable works, and especially to so barbarous a 
place as California. ... 1 intend here to locate the library . . . for the 
benefit of the people, among whom I have so long labored.” 


THE LIBRARY 


A.tTHoucH the Library is not actively collecting in the field of early San Fran- 
cisco imprints, it is impossible not to add to our small but select collection of 
California printing when an unusually fine example comes our way. It has 
happened, and again (George Harding please note) a Murdock of some rarity! 

Through a local purchase, the library now owns a sumptuous copy of T. H. 
Rearden’s Petrarch and Other Essays with an introduction by Ambrose Bierce. 
This is the tall paper copy, number 5 of an edition of 10, signed by the publisher 
William Doxey and printed for him by C. A. Murdock in 1893. It is elegantly 
bound in full morocco by the firm of Hicks-Judd. By way of provenance, this 
copy has Edward Robeson Taylor’s bookplate, the Club’s first president and 
one-time mayor of San Francisco together with the pencilled signature of 
Edward R. Taylor, his eldest son and brother of Henry who together founded 
the renowned printing firm of Taylor & Taylor. And if this is not enough, our 
copy contains three holograph letters from the author to the Hon. Jackson 
Temple, Judge in Santa Rosa, dated 1873. Unfortunately the letters are on a 
legal matter and not on the writings of Rearden. 

With this unusual example of Murdock’s book work, together with the copy 
of his work we described in our last issue of the Quarterly, we write fins on 
Murdock . . . until we are again tempted with yet another fine example of this 
remarkable printer’s work. ish e 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Private Press Books—Nineteen Seventy-two. Edited by David Chambers. Private 
Libraries Association, Pinner, England, 1974. 


INCLUDED are some 100 presses and 267 books, with about a dozen reproductions 
of pages. Complete details are given for each book: title, author, illustrator, 
number and size of pages, paper and whether printed damp or not, colors used, 
type of press, binding, and price. Also, there are several pages devoted to ““The 
Literature of Private Printing’’—issued in 1972. 

In the current issue there are the following California presses: The Allen 
Press, Mildred Sherrord Bissinger, Bookhaven Press, Bookworm Press, Press 
In the Gatehouse, Grace Hoper Press, Hart Press, Rather Press, Private Press 
of Roy Squires, Tenfingers Press, Turtle’s Quill Scriptorium, and Weather 
Bird Press. This total for California is greater than that for any other state, 
illustrating our continuing interest in craft-printing by small presses. 

In order that Private Press Books may present a complete listing each year, it 
is suggested that private press operators not included should write to Roderick 
Cave, Department of Library Studies, University of the West Indies, Mona, 
Jamaica. He is the editor for presses in the ‘SNew World,” and would be pleased 
to receive full details on books produced in 1973. L.M.A. 


IT 1s a pleasure to call to our members’ attention a new book by Arlen Philpott 
one of the Grabhorn apprentices and now proprietor of his own establishment, 
The 'Tamal Land Press. 

This new work is a guide book on Discovering Marin by Louise Teather, being 
an “Historical tour of Cities and Towns” of our north bay county. It is well 
written and documented—and mapped. It is also handsomely illustrated with 
26 engravings made by another ex-member of the Grabhorn family, the incom- 
parable Mallette Dean. This is an important contribution to county histories, 
complete with index, a three-page bibliography and a chapter on major parks, 
museums and landmarks. And for the railway buff, an appendix on Marin’s 
railroads. 

It is regrettable that this really handsome production had to be issued as a 
paper-back—but this 128-page book is a remarkable bargain for $3.95 including 
tax and postage from the Press, 39 Merwin Avenue, Fairfax, California 94930. 

ALBERT SPERISEN 
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GIFTS 


THE Cius’s sincere thanks to three members and a former employee for several 
welcome additions to the library. These were: 

Former Executive Secretary Teressa Fryworth for the first edition, with dust 
wrapper, of Modern Painters and Sculptors as Illustrators. This is the first and 
the key book on the work of fine artists as book illustrators and decorators. 

John Howell Books for adding to our Signature series with the New Series, 
an important addition to this noteworthy journal on typography, printing and 
the graphic arts. 

To former Director Duncan Olmsted for bringing up to date our lapsed sub- 
scription of The Book Collector magazine. 

And to our perennial donor and library cataloguer Barbara Land, for two 
books for our reference collection. The first, an elegant production of British 
Museum’s Bookbindings from the Library of Jean Grolier—being a loan exhibi- 
tion in September 1965. Of the 150 pages, one half are devoted to photographic 
illustrations of bindings and details of the tools used. And the second book is a 
Directory of Dealers in Secondhand and Antiquarian Books in the British Isles, 


1973-75. 
A.S. 


EXHIBITS 


Tue Cius’s year-long tribute to the Grabhorns ends with their last apprentice, 
Andrew Hoyem. This exhibition will highlight the Club’s new Fall book, 
Aurifodina, printed by Andrew Hoyem. (See notice about this new book on 
page 85 in this Quarterly.) 

A.S. 


Tue Book Cuvs needs copies of the Quarterly News-Letter, Spring 1974, No. 2. 
Members not saving copies may send them to The Club’s office. Thank you, 


The Secretary 
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Canada, The West Indies, 
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1 Dale Avenue, Toronto, Canada 
M4W 1K2 





English & American Rare Books, 
First Editions — 1 6th to 20th Century 
Catalogs 191 & 192 now available 
1Sth Century British Pamphlets 
Relating to the Americas ; Autographs 


Howard .§. Mott 


Sheffield, Massachusetts, USA 01257 


Established in New York City 1936 
Member ABAA, ABA, Manuscript Society 
Visitors by Appointment 
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(| Come to the Ninth California Antiquarian 


BOOK LAIR 


Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 
3400 Wilshire Boulevard 


( Thursday and Friday, October 3 & 4, 1974, 11 a.m.to 9 
p-m.; Saturday, October 5,11 a.m.to 5 p.m. 

(All books, prints, manuscripts & maps exhibited will be 
for sale. 

( Admission $1.50. Ticket good for all three days. 

@ Sponsored by the Antiquarian Booksellers Association 
of America. 


Cole (Martin) & Welcome (Henry) eds. Don Pio Pico’s Historical 
Narrative. A. P, Botello, trans. Portrait & illus, $9.50 
Davidson (Homer K.) Black fFack Davidson; A Cavalry Commander 
on the Western Frontier, Folding map & illustrations. $15.50 
Drury (Clifford M.) California Imprints, 1846-1876; pertaining to 
Social, Educational ¢> Religious Matters. A bibliography. $10.00 
Hoig (Stan) The Western Odyssey of ohn Simpson Smith ; Frontiers- 
man, Trapper, Interpreter. Ilustrations & bibliography. $14.75 
Magnussen (Daniel O.) Peter Thompson’s Narrative of the Battle of 
the Little Big Horn Campaign, 1876. Special ltd. ed. $22.50 
Outland (Charles F.) Stagecoaching on El Camino Real; San Fran- 
cisco to Los Angeles, 1861-1901. Maps & illustrations. $12.50 


Shipping charges additional unless order includes remittance. 
California residents please add sales tax. 


THE ARTHUR H. CLARK COMPANY 


1264 S. Central Ave., Glendale, Calif. 91204 (213) 245-9119 
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Saatanctia CALIF ORNIA ctnatnatonls 
€5 the West 


Selected especially for The Book Club of California readers. Each 
in attractive format & substantial bindings: 
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SOTHEBY PARKE BERNET, Los Angeles 


Leading Auctioneers & Appraisers of Fine Art since 1744 


Books & Autographs 


AUCTION OCTOBER SIX AT NOON 


AUTOGRAPHS: J. F. Kennedy, G. Washington, Pablo Picasso, 
T. Jefferson, Thomas Hardy, J. Miro, A. Lincoln, John Adams, 
Calvin Coolidge, Norman Douglas, Konrad Adenauer, Jack 
London, James Jones. 


FIRST EDITIONS: Charles Dickens, R. L. Stevenson, Norman 
Douglas, Marianne Moore, R. W. Emerson, Aldous Huxley, Jo- 
seph Conrad, Joel Chandler Harris, Wm. Faulkner, John Mase- 
field, Carl Sandburg, James Stephens, Thomas Hardy, E. Ferber, 
A. Machen, Claude Houghton. 


MANUSCRIPTS: Zane Grey, R. Schumann, Clara Schumann. 


FILM MEMORABILIA: W. C. Fields, Joan Crawford, Walt 
Disney, Mabel Normand, Orson Welles, Bette Davis, “Gone 
With the Wind.” 


ILLUSTRATED BOOKS: Beardsley, Bewick, Brock, Clarke, 
Cruikshank, Dulac, Kent, Maillol, Parrish, Picasso, Pyle, 
Rackham, Remington, Russell, Shahn, Ward, Wyeth. 


STANDARD SETS, BINDINGS & PLATE BOOKS: Bibiena, 
Architectura; Repton, Landscape Architecture, 1803; Sclater, Voyage of 
The H. M.S. Challenger; Pyne, History Royal Residences; Grapheus, 
Spectaculorum; Malton, Br. Cottage Architecture; Sandrart, Academia... 
1683. 


Catalogue: $4 by mail 





7660 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90036 [213] 937-5130 


